INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this short article is to present fundamental questions and offer up tentative propositions and proposals regarding the contemporary relationship between Catholicism and, respectively, the Tea Party movement and American civilization. Hopefully, this exercise will facilitate the research necessary for the eventual publication of a substantial essay or monograph on the topic that I hope to complete in the not-too-distant future. is one that violates the Catholic conception of a healthy and wholesome society as depicted, for instance, in Centesimus Annus (1991), ignoring such fundamental Catholic principles as "subsidiarity" and "solidarity" and the right to life from the moment of conception until natural death. 3. Given the massive "secularization from within," following Joseph A.
QUESTIONS
Varacalli (see Varacalli, Bright Promise, Failed Community: Catholics and the American Public Order) , that has occurred within Catholicism in the United States-involving institutionalized dissent; a general widespread assimilation into a societal worldview at odds, in many respects, with an authentic Catholicism; an over-bureaucratized set of social institutions, and a generally failed or, at best, lackluster leadership-the Church, viewed as a human collectivity, is not presently in a situation, in and by herself, to either stop, slow, or redirect this deleterious transformation of American civilization. 4. Effectively opposing this dysfunctional transformation at this particular moment in time and space requires that the orthodox sectors of laity within the Catholic Church create coalitions with other groups in American civilization that are opposed to this transformation, even if their reasons and philosophies aren't identical to those of an orthodox Catholic worldview. However, it is imperative that a Catholic coalition with any other non-Catholic groups must not involve an unqualified or uncritical cooperation with ideas and social policies that violate any of the non-negotiable principles of the Church and of her social doctrine. 5. One such important group opposed to the present dysfunctional transformation of American civilization is the present-day Tea Party movement. 6. While the Catholic worldview is not coterminous in many respects with that of the Tea Party, within the corpus of Catholic social thought and that of a general Catholic sensibility are found certain ideas that are consistent with or can complement the many healthy features of the Tea Party movement or can correct its deficiencies. 7. There stands a natural "elective affinity" between Catholic social thought and American populism that could, theoretically, sweep up major sections of American civilization. Catholic involvement with the contemporary Tea Party movement is predicated on the understanding that America must be saved from its present trajectory not only for future generations of Americans, but for world civilization and, ironically, to protect the ability of Catholicism to perform an evangelizing function both nationally and globally. Just as America needs American Catholicism to continue to reform herself, Catholicism needs American know-how, organizational skills, and global presence to fulfill her non-negotiable evangelizing function. The irony is that American civilization, once so very Protestant in its roots and today so secular in its public discourse, could ultimately provide the most important "carrier" of the Catholic message on the contemporary scene, both at home and throughout world civilization.
PROPOSALS
1. The Church, qua official institution, should resist any temptation to play a direct partisan role with the Tea Party movement, or for that matter, with any recognized political party or other social movement, in the attempt to right the American democratic republic. Rather, the Church's official role regarding internal political developments within the United States is to serve, for those willing to listen, as a neutral and fair-minded arbiter between competing factions, objecting to specific social policy proposals and cultural and institutional realities that violate the natural law. Without putting too fine a point to it, the task of the bishops of the Church is more to say "no" to certain policy proposals that are clearly unacceptable morally than to endorse any policy that involves a legitimate range of debatable prudential judgments, applications, and potential unintended consequences. 2. In the attempt to "Christianize the temporal sphere," orthodox Catholics, qua laypeople, should involve themselves in a sympathetic yet critical engagement with those sectors of the Tea Party that do not violate the essentials of the Catholic faith in the attempt to save American civilization from a further descent away from the good society. The goals of Catholic engagement here are to bring a Catholic sensibility into the American public square from where social policy is forged and to provide an opportunity to offer an important evangelizing witness within the Tea Party movement and throughout American civilization.
CONCLUSION
The questions, propositions, and proposals offered in this short article are tentatively presented. Hopefully, they will serve as a catalyst for intelligent reflection and revision and lead ultimately to a completed and published research project making a substantial contribution to the important issues mentioned briefly in this short article.
